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There are several minor variations in the Ceylonese
account, but the chief difference is in the date* According to
the 'Mahawanso/1 the relics at Ramagrdma consisted of only
one Drona measure, which after being enshrined by the Nigas
at Majerika, were carried off to Ceylon in the fifth year of the
reign of Dutthag&mini, B, c. 157, by whom they were enshrined
in the Mahfr-thupo, or great stupa, at Ruanwelli.

The author of the 'MahSwanso' gives a glowing account of
the magnificence of this great stupa of Ceylon; but he admits
that the Chaitya of Majerika, "was so exquisitely constructed,
and so superbly ornamented in various ways . . . that all the
accumulated treasures in Lanka would fall short of the value
of the last step of its stair."* According to our present know-
ledge of the antiquities of Southern India, this description can
apply only to the magnificent stupa of Dharanik)ttat on the
Kistna, which was literally encased in a profusion of sculptured
bas-reliefs.

It is difficult to reconcile the discrepancy between the
dates of the Siamese and Ceylonese chronicles; but I think it
is highly improbable that these NSga relics could have been
carried to Ceylon at so early a date as 157 B, c,, at which time
it is more than doubtful whether Buddhism had penetrated to
any part of Southern India. I would suggest, as a possible
explanation of the discrepancy, that the relics may have been
carried off to Ceylon in A. D. 313, as stated in the Siamese
chronicles, and there enshrined in the great stupa of Ruanwelli;
and that in after times their acquisition was erroneously
assigned to Dutthag&inini, the original founder of the stupa.
The famous tooth itself, which was taken from Kalinga to
Ceylon, in A. D. 310, was enshrined in the Dharmmachakra, an
edifice erected by Dewfinanpiyatisso, the contemporary of
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